


P 





ting 
hich 
that 
‘u- 


rful 


und 
‘in’s 

the 
tion 


the 


that 
ated 
yur- 
nies 
and 


of 


lim, 
“use 
self 
the 
it I 
put 
id a 
inch 


vin- 
ume 
ius. 
lism 
s of 


VAL 





| 


THE SOUTHERN> 


ESBY TERIAN 
JOURNAL::: 











4 Presbyterian weekly magazine devoted tv the j 

statement, defense and propagation of the F 2 
Gospel, the faith which was once for a 

all delivered unto the saints Copy._}4 $1 


JANUARY 17, 1951 

















EDITORIAL 
NOT ONE BUT BOTH . ‘ eer a Prayer 
OUR NATION NEXT? . 4 
Pr: s the soul’s listeni 
ere es. tee patie “ ayer is the soul’s listening and talking 
to God 
Prayer is the communion of faith and hope 
ARTICLES in God 
THEN WILLI HEAR... . 6 Prayer is the trust that one is heard 
DR. WILLIAM C. ROBINSON by God 
Prayer is the soul’s sincerest answer 
ro God 
DEPARTMENTS 
Prayer is silently waiting for help 
SABBATH SCH. LESSONS — JAN. 28 Seeum Chad 
REV. J. KENTON PARKER... . 10 7 
Prayer is the strongest power given 
YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPT. — JAN. 28 by God 
REV. W. G. FOSTER. D.D. . 12 Prayer is the way we have of working 
with God 
ee re 13 
After we have been born again 
WOMEN'S WORK 
MRS. R. T. FAUCETTE .. 16 
VOL. IX NO. 29 $2.50 A YEAR 
oe 
| UOTSTATC suotce 
OX" SSer8u04 to 

















Letters To The Editor 


Department of Open Letters, 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal: 

Some weeks ago the readers of The 
Journal were invited to comment on the 
Chinese Situation. As I recall there have 
been few takers. Possibly we have been re- 





ticent because we are told that we do not 
know the Chinese people. I admit that I 
lack something in that line, but I have 
been a student of both sacred and profane 
history; and I have reached the conclusion 





that all people are much the same regard- 


less of the color of skin or the time 





that they lived. When I talk to the man 
who washes my shirt he strikes me as being 
much like I am; having 
thoughts dnd feelings. 


much the same 
Possibly he works a 
little harder than I do, but he provides for 
his wife and fondles his children as I do 
mine. 


Now as to whether the U. S. Govern- 





ment should reco the Communist 
Government of Chi that is a matter 
for those in authority in our government 
to decide. There is no question that in- 


volves us as Christians. 








This I have noticed about those who con- 
tribute through the regular imns of the 
paper; though they quote the Scripture pro- 
fusely on other subjects, they do not quote 
Scripture on the Chinese question. And 


there is very little of spiritual element in- 
cluded. The quoting of Scripture is com- 
mendable. It is the power of God unto sal- 
vation. Rom. 1:16. But if we cannot find 
Scripture to support our stand, we better 
take some other stand. There is a little 





difficulty in finding Scripture quotations to 
condone war. But one against it is four 
in James 4:1-2: “Whence cometh wars a 
fightings among you? come they not hence 





-ven of your pleasures that war in your 
= 
u 


r 
members? Ye lust and have not, ye kill 








and covet, and cannot atta ye fight and 
war, ye have not becaus ask t.”” in 
the sixth chapter of I ( we a i 
structed not even to go to law against an- 
ther shes His 
I es ot set one 
I only ex - 





m went out to rescue Lot. But Lot 
had been attacked and he and his pe 
taken captive. When God punished Israel 


He used the heathen nations about them. 











As for the communists I know less 
about them than I i t the Chinese. 
But I imagine they a ! I ike the 
Democrats or the Republicans. ly 
comn ever saw t 5 
Paul j was § j 
T t away n the € I al 
years ag At that vas t kr VI 
to be a I st The \ al 
want tor t r gove it on the 
comm 2 é sts want t 
force tl 8 1 s. As I stan y 
are miucl ke the New D the Fa 
Deal, only a litt , 

The Christians say t ts 
not bel G W " $ 
. —— . A G , 

r he does t act like it. H 1ints § 
hous r repairs his car Sunday. H 
swears to C eard t “ k 
and his wife swears w e t he does 





He does not send his children to Sunday 
School or Church, nor does he go himself. 
And some of the preachers in the American 
pulpits make no claim to believe in the 
God we confess. 


claim the communists 


overthrow the 


The politicians 
want to Government by 
force. We had one American who did over- 
throw the government by force, and there 
are states and cities and counties and ham- 
lets named for him. And there is a monu- 
ment 555 feet high dedicated to him in 
ir capital city. Another 


took to 


American under- 
do the same thing and failed, yet 
he is as much honored almost as the one 
who succeeded. Both the politicians and 
he Christians claim the communist people 
are being oppressed. In my time the Rus- 


sian people overthrew the government of 


the Czars. There is nothing to prevent 
their doing the same thing again, if they 


like the one they now have. 


In the next column in which we are told 





the hardship and evil and oppression of 





ple of the communist countries, we 
are told that there is an “iron curtain” 
about those countries and that we do not 


know what is going on there. How do we 








know whether those who talk and write 
th evils know what they are talking 


about? How much is true and how much is 
false? Russian army officers and politicians 
desert their country and come over here 

i make speeches, and write articles about 
conditions in Russia, and the American 
people swallow them, hook, line and sinker. 


If an A 





can deserts to the Russians he 






ridiculed and if he is caught 


American authorities he is imprison- 





ed or hanged. In our own American history 
South learned that the 
Yankees were many of them noble Chris- 
lemen, not the vicious scoundrels 


supposed to be at the time of 


have 





Besides, because a people are mistreated 
excuse for us to go to war with some- 
ly. My neighbor may mistreat his wife 


lis children but that does not 





t for to fight him. I may 
ry for them but if I fight anybody 
neglects his 

i ing somebody all 
the time. What is true of individuals is 
nations. I imagine the people 
f Seoul appreciate little more having the 
Armies destroy their town and 
than they did to have it destroyed 


by the North Koreans. What the common 


e want is to be let alone 
If we are depending on the U. S. Army 
: and propagating the gospel, 
‘ I ng counter to the Scripture. 






“Not by might, nor by power, but by my 


spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” Zech. 4:6. 








Aga that go down to 
Egypt for *-ly on horses, and 
trust h t cause they are many, and 

rsemen because they are strong, but 


ey look not to the Holy One of Israel, 


ek Jehovah.” Is. 31:1. The “Open 

Door” in China may have made it easier 
for t issionaries; but it also made it 
f th American companies to put 

tte in the mouth of every man, 

woman and child” in China. And it made 
t r for Britain to force the opium 


trade on the Chinese people and govern- 
ment. 

Something might be said about Chiang 
Kai-shek, and some other things; but this 
is getting much too long already. 





Louis MELLoTT 
Fredericksburg, Va. 


Sir 

Throughout the land, concerned Chris- 
tians are appealing for a solemn observance 
of the New Year week-end. This corre- 
spondence will reach your office too late 
for the New Year week-end. However, it 
ti The New York Times of 
December 27 quotes Dr. John W. Behn 
ken, president of the Lutheran Church, 
Missouri Synod, in a message to the 5,000 
pastors of that Church that the country 
“stands on the brink of another ghastly 
world war.” He called on Christians and 





others to heed God’s solemn call to repent- 
ance. 

In stressing the need for repentance Dr. 
Behnken asked the Church to seriously con- 
sider tl I 





llowing questions: 

1. What percentage of our people are in 
on Sunday? 

2. How often do our people partake of 
rd’s Supper? 

3. How much do our people appreciate 
purity of doctrine? 

4. How much active and aggressive in- 
terest do our people show in winning souls 
for Christ at home and abroad? 

5. How many of our people withhold a 
proportionate share of their income for 


6. To what extent has worldliness crept 
(Drinking, dis- 
gambling, divorces, etc.) Where is 
the line of church 


ongregations? 


demarcation between 
members and non-church members? 

It occurs to me that we can give these 
questions some thought ourselves. 
ing of the year speaks to us all to 
young and old that we are mortal. 

One day we will have to render up an 
account of what we have done with our 
little book- 
reminds me daily: “Only 
*twill soon be past. Only 
what’s done for Christ will last.” 

As members of the Body of Christ, His 
Church, it behooves us to take stock of our 
stewardship. What better time than when a 
New Year dawns? 

Freperick Vo.sepa, Chap. 
U. S. Naval Air Station. 
Lakehurst, N. J. 


serious 


ypportunities. A 
marker of mine 


ne ife to live 








Sir 

The Executive Committee of the Men’s 
Council of the General Assembly, Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., believing that you 
would have them act in times like this, 
calls upon the men of our Church to give 
themselves in a of prayer and 
urges that leaders organize at once, using 
as far as possible, the following pattern. 


program 


Enlist Presbyterian 
Men To Pray— 

Asking God’s forgiveness of our sins of 
ission and omission and asking God 
ut our materialism, and replace 
he spirit of Christ in our indi- 
s; asking God’s help in solving 
the world, and 





the grievous problems of 
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recognizing that “Christ in the lives of y 
only Answer” to all these 
problems; facing up to the fact that the 
No. 1 task of Christian men is that of 
“Introducing Christ” and that 
Christ can be the answer only to those who 


men is the and professions. 

(a) Time for prayer 
people to business houses, etc. 
know Him; asking God to give us a great 


revival of religion beginning now with together 
knowing that prayers 
of Christian men on their knees all over 


the world is the way to peace. 3, 


for prayer 
you on your knee own groups. 
Keeping 

for prayer at 
Encourage Prayers For 


Pe ace 


ments from pulpits and ir 
Through— 
1. Men’s prayer groups in all churches 
designated churches on stated days and 
at stated hours. 


sional laymen in each co 


sor these prayer groups. 


Special prayer groups by occupations 


(b) Doctors, lawyers, etc., getting 2. 


churches and 
all times, making announce- 


4. Getting leading business and profes- 


Promote Prayers For 
Peace Through— 
in factories, 1. Local church men’s clubs and Bible 
lasses; Presbytery and Synods’ Councils. 


Signs on churches calling attention to 
within their times of prayer meeting. 

3. Local newspaper editorials and news 
Radio announcements about 
prayer meetings are being held. 


chapels open items. where 


n church bulletins. 


4. Personal solicitation by laymen to get 


)-operation of factories and other large 
mmunity to spon- employers of people to co-operate in the 
program. 





EDITORIAL 
Not One But Both 


A prominent and popular preacher recently stated 
in a radio program: “We believe the New Testa- 
ment contains all that is necessary about God and 
salvation. Give the New Testament to an individual 
and let him go on from there.” 





This statement is partially true but it is also dan 
gerous and superficial. It is true that the plan of 
salvation is fully given in the New Testament and 
that through faith in the Christ of the New Testa- 
ment one is saved. 


But, to give the impression that only the New 
Testament is important is a grave error and dan- 
gerous teaching. It is dangerous because in the Old 
Testament we have the foundation of historical, 
poetical and prophetic truth. 


It is dangerous because those who relegate the 
Old Testament to a role of unimportance often, 
with like facility, eliminate those portions of the 


New Testament which do not appeal to them. Some 
even consider the Sermon on the Mount as sufficient 
in itself for creed and message. 


The Old Testament is important because it is a 
part of God’s written revelation to man. It tells of 
the origin of the world, of man and of sin. It tells 
of God’s dealing with his entire creation, with a 
chosen Nation, and of His unfolding plan of re- 
demption for fallen man. It gives us the priceless 
records of men and women, sinners like ourselves, 
who trusted and loved Him and found Him all- 
sufficient. 


We could quote pages to show the importance at- 
tached by the New Testament writers to the Old 
Testament. Listen to Christ Himself. He had met 
the sorrowing disciples on the road to Emmaus and 
they had told Him of their hopes, fears and their 
uncertainties. Then our Lord said: “O fools, and 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken: ought not Christ to have suffered these 
things, and to enter into glory? And beginning at 
Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto 
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them in all the scriptures the things concerning 
himself.” 


A mature Christian finds in the entire Bible a 
complete and satisfying revelation of God and His 
redeeming love. 


Jesus’ story of Lazarus should never be forgotten: 
“If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither 
will they be persuaded, though one rose from the 


dead.” —L.N.B 





Our Nation Next? 


One of the most dramatic and solemn passages of 
Holy Scripture is found in the first two chapters of 
Amos, whose mission was to warn the kingdom of 
Israel of the judgment of God about to come upon 
that nation for its sinfulness. 


The prophet began by pointing to Israel’s long- 
time enemy, Syria, far to the north-east, denouncing 
that nation’s sins and announcing the sure judgment 
of God. To that message, Israel would say Amen! 
Amos then pointed in the opposite direction to 
Philistia, far to the southwest, and pronounced the 
judgment of God upon that nation for its sins. 


Again and heartily Israel would say Amen! Next, 
Amos pointed north to Tyre, declaring that the city 
and the nation would feel the strokes of God’s 
judgment; and then south to Edom, on which nation 
he said an even heavier judgment of God was to fall. 


These nations were nearer to Israel than the first 
two, but still the Israelites would agree that all 
such heathen had it coming to them, and would give 
little thought to the possibility that something of the 
sort might well be coming to their own nation of 
Israel. 


Then Amos closed the semi-circle of neighboring 
heathen and enemy countries by pointing to Ammon 
and to Moab, directly to the east of Israel and 
Judah, and pronounced the judgment of God upon 
them for their sins, with Judah joining Israel in 
the Amen! 


But then the prophet pointed to Judah, ruled by 
the house of David, to its capital Jerusalem where 
was the Temple, and declared a coming judgment 
of God as unsparing as His judgment upon any of 
the heathen nations. By this time, Israel must have 
been getting uncomfortable with this prediction of 
encircling and nearing judgments of God, especial- 
ly when they included Judah. 


Then the prophet used the very same words he 
had used of all the other seven nations, and said: 
“For three transgressions of Israel, and for four, I 
will not turn away the punishment thereof.” 


This nation of ours would do well to take to 
heart these two chapters of the Book of Amos. 


4 


World War I, a terrible judgment of God, did 
not touch American soil, and the toll of lives and 
even of wealth which it took of our country was 
light in comparison with what many of our allies 
suffered, and with what this nation suffered in 
World War II, when the attack upon us struck 
first, none of our states indeed, but Hawaii, one of 
our territories, coming that much nearer home to us. 


But heavy as was the judgment of God in World 
War II, we will hardly claim that we took it to 
heart enough to make any great change for the 
better in our national life. 


Do we really think that as a nation we are less 
drunken, less immoral, less corrupt in government 
and in business, more law-abiding, more God- 
fearing? Then in the light of what Amos said and 
of what we saw happen in 1914 and again in 1941 
—the judgment of God striking more heavily that 
second time and more closely home—what shall we 
think, what ought we do, now that another and still 
more terrible world war threatens, if indeed it has 
not already begun? . 


If now we do not as a nation turn to God in 
repentance and amendment of our evil ways, in 
prayer and in trust and in dedication to really 
Christian living, what hope can there be that our 
cities and our people will be spared this time the 
utter destruction and the mass death that befell the 
cities and the people of Germany and Japan? 


Surely in this time of world crisis so unprecedent- 
ed and so ominous, the call not only to prayer but 
to take our Christianity far more seriously and 
practice it far more faithfully is a call to stir deeply 
every soul of Christian faith or even of Christian 
sympathies, to enlist in whole hearted allegiance to 
the Lord Jesus Christ every good man and woman, 
whether now Christian by profession or only Chris- 
tian by association. —W.T.W. 


Let’s Kill The Patient! 


The repeated sniping at, or outright denouncing 
of the capitalistic system by those theological lib- 
erals who are would-be economists, and by others 
who would use the Church to further destructive 
socialistic schemes, need constant watching and the 
clear light of the facts to be brought to bear on 
their activities. 





Let us suppose that a patient is brought into a 
clinic on a stretcher. The doctors examine him and 
find that he has a broken leg, chronic tonsillitis and 
a weak heart. After consultation they report: “Pa- 
tient has three different diseases, advise killing him.” 


Absurd you say. Yes, it is absurd. But, the litera- 
ture of theological liberalism, when it comes to eco- 
nomics, is constantly attacking the capitalistic sys- 
tem as such. 


We have before us a copy of Dr. William Adams 
Brown’s “Toward A United Church,” with a fore- 
word by Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert. On Page 41, 
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speaking of Walter Rauschenbusch’s “Christian- 
izing The Social Order,” Dr. Brown says: “It is 
surprising, in the light of later developments, that 
he failed to realize to what extent the Church was 
already involved in the evils of the capitalistic 
system.” 


The Church is supported by Christian business 
men. In fact, the Church in America is made up of 
people who make their living under and by the 
capitalistic system and who are themselves a part of 
that system. And yet, these same business men are 
constantly confronted with attacks on this system 
itself. 


Of course the capitalistic system has its imperfec- 
tions and shortcomings. There are abuses, both by 
capital and also by labor. There are needed changes 
—and they are being made. To show the Christian 
approach to the problems involved in the capital- 
istic system is both wise and right. To attack the 
system itself is an entirely different question. 


Despite its imperfections there is a degree of per- 
sonal liberty in the capitalistic system which is in- 
herent in the liberties of the Christian faith. There 
is ample scope for initiative, for inventiveness, for 
commensurate rewards and for advancement not 
found elsewhere. Also, this system has brought the 
greatest material blessing to the greatest proportion 
of the population ever seen in the world. The weak- 
nesses of the system are those which come from sin 
in the human heart and it is the Church’s duty to 
preach the One Who died to cleanse men from their 
sins. 


Where state socialism has been tried, and is now 
in force, the comparison with our own land shows 
such a difference that only those who are blind 


theorists or who have a malicious intent in their 
activities could seek a change in the system itself. 


Furthermore, the socialistic governments of Eu- 
rope, such as in England, find that they long since 
would have collapsed but for the profits of our 
capitalistic system poured in to bolster them. 


Last year a group, sponsored by the Federal 
Council of the Churches of Christ in America, met 
in Detroit and among other “findings” came up 
with this gem: “The extensive use of taxation to 
reduce inequalities that now exist is a desirable pro- 
cedure from an economic and Christian perspective.” 


In the May 1 issue, under the title, “A Dan- 
gerous Philosophy,” we undertook to show that tax- 
ation for such purposes is neither Christian nor is it 
sound economically. The response to that editorial 
would indicate that many Christian business men 
agree with our position. 


There are those who will characterize our posi- 
° ““ ” 
tion as a “defense of entrenched greed,” a demand 
for a continuance of the status quo, etc., etc. 


That which we ask is that a distinction be made 
between the shortcomings of the capitalistic system 
and the system itself. An honest physician will try 
to diagnose the disease, or diseases, in a patient. He 
will distinguish between symptoms and the disease 
which causes the symptoms. We think that only too 
often there are those who speak of the evils of the 
capitalistic system and offer as a solution a change 
in the system itself. 


To Christian business men it seems about as 
sensible as suggesting that the patient be killed be- 
cause he is sick. —L.N.B. 





The Christian Viewpoint 


There was a mood with many people which said: 
“Let’s celebrate in a big way this holiday season, 
for next year the defense effort will begin to tighten 
down.” In order to enjoy big parties, gay laughter, 
eating, drinking, and being merry, one must forget 
some things which it is hard for me to put out of 
my mind. 

Our nation has suffered a great defeat by a for- 
eign power. Let us not deceive ourselves, the North 
Korean retreat ranks with the capture of Wash- 
ington in 1812 and the fall of Corregidor in 1942. 


Worse than that, the attack by Communist China 
means defiance of the United Nations, the last great 
hope for a peaceful world. As such it means the 
same thing as Pearl Harbor, a lawless, aggressive, 
defiance of the laws of nations, of the forces seeking 
to establish peace, and of the moral principles of 
justice and right. 

The communist gang has driven back the United 
Nations’ police force. Our kid brothers and neigh- 
bors’ boys are freezing and bleeding in Korea. | 
can’t forget the 38,000 casualties. I feel more like 
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crying than carrousing. Most of all I feel like doing 
something. 


Something for our boys first. They aren’t expend- 
able. Let’s lay a wall of fire before them with ma- 
chine guns, artillery, bombs, plane attacks, and every 
other machine we command. Better to produce a 
thousand planes than have one American boy feel 
we have left him alone in Korean snows to die. 


Let’s get the production rolling. Better to expend 
all the iron in the Mesabi Range than one Amer- 
ican mother’s son. This is not a time for new-year 
parties but for round-the-clock production and 
prayer. 

“How much then is a man better than a sheep?” 
(Matthew 12:12). How much better to sacrifice 
tanks than trainees? I’m sorry for the deluded 
Chinese soldiers who attack, but we must teach 
them not to attack. 


“Help, Lord, for the godly man ceaseth; for the 
faithful fail from among the children of men.” 
(Psalm 12:1). 

—Prepared by Department of Bible, 
Presbyterian Junior College. 





lf My People Shall Humble 


Themselves 


J Hear 


By Dr. William C. Robinson 


Professor of Historical Theology 


Columbia Theological Seminary 


David was a victorious warrior, but he was not 
permitted to build the House of God. A man can 
receive nothing except it be given him of God. Then 
the aged King committed to Solomon the task which 
was denied him in these words: “Be strong and of 
good courage: fear not nor be dismayed; for the 
LORD thy God, even my God is with thee; he 
will not fail thee nor forsake thee, until thou hast 
finished all the work for the service of the house of 
the LORD.” In the strength which God supplied, 
Solomon finished the house of God and dedicated it 
with a prayer to God to hear when His people 
Israel turned to Him in the hour of famine, of 
defeat, of captivity and of war. In reply God ap- 
peared to Solomon the second time and promised: 
“If My people who are called by My name shall 
humble themselves and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from 


heaven and will forgive their sins and will heal their 
land.” 


It seems then that this is the proper text to follow 
our study of last week which was substantially the 
word of strength and courage David spoke to 
Solomon, as earlier Moses had used the same words 
to Joshua, and as later the Epistle to the Hebrews 
uses them for Christians. And yet I cannot take 
the credit for connecting these two thoughts. One 
of the senior elders of this Congregation, Uncle 
Charlie Williamson, called it to my attention and 
asked me to preach on this text this morning. So 
this is Uncle Charlie’s sermon. I shall do the best 
I can with it. 


We have on this corner a building or a group of 
buildings in which God has been worshipped for half 
a century. In this House of the Lord we may plead 
the promise of God to Solomon for all the promises 
of God are Yea and Amen in Christ. But as we 
plead the promise it becomes us to remember and 
heed the conditions attached to the promise. The 
foundations of the Christian religion are the mercy 
of God in Christ, and the consequent abasement 
that becomes His people. By grace are we saved and 
that not of ourselves, not of works lest any man 
should boast. Therefore, the truth of this text is in 
the heart and center of our faith. 


“If My People shall humble themselves ... 


Wherewithal shall I come before the Lord and 
bow myself before the Most High? He hath shown 
thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord 
require of thee but to do justly, to love mercy (or 
kindness), and to walk humbly with thy God. The 
only way we fallen creatures can walk with the 
Holy Creator is to walk humbly. Old Augustine 
properly said that there are three characteristics of 
the Christian. The first is humility, the second is 
humility, and the third is humility. 


Are we as individuals and as a people walking 
humbly before God? Are we walking in the blessed 
consciousness that we are Thy people, or have we 
exchanged the phrase for the boastful term WE 
THE PEOPLE? Does our manner of life testify 
that we are those upon whom the Name of the Lord 
Jesus is named, or are we becoming noted for our 
gambling, our profanity, our drinking, our Sabbath- 
desecration and our home-breaking? Are we using 
the rich bounties God has bestowed upon this land 
of plenty for His glory and honor or are we using 
them to make a name for ourselves in the world? 


The popular American pragmatist, William James 
of Harvard says: “Our nation has been founded 
upon what we might call the American religion, has 
been baptized in the faith that ordinary men are 
very well able to take care of their own salvation by 
their own efforts.” In like key too many of us have 
used Henley’s Invictus for “such boastings as the 
Gentiles use”: 


Out of the night that covers me, 
Black as the pit from pole to pole, 
{ thank whatever gods may be 
For my unconquerable soul. 
* * * 


| am the master of my fate; 


I am the captain of my soul. 


Now I wonder if an American religion concocted 
by our philosophers will be any more acceptable to 
the living God than the German religion excogitated 
by their philosophers, Rosenberg and Hauer? From 
the awful night of London’s blitz, D, R. Davies 
wrote not Invictus but Victus: 
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Out of the night that covers me, 
Black as the pit from pole to pole, 
I thank the Bible God that is 


For my conquered, battered soul. 


In the fell clutch of circumstance, 
I both winced and cried aloud, 
Under the bludgeonings of chance, 
My head was bloody and bowed down. 


It matters not how strait the gate 

How charged with punishments the scroll 
Christ has saved me from my fate, 

God is the captain of my soul. 


It will not do for us as the American Nation 
complacently to say that our cause is more just than 
that of the communist powers, therefore God must 
give us the victory. The Prophecy of Habakkuk 
tells us of a wicked one that comes with violence 
and swallows up the man that is more righteous 
than he. In this matter it is not a question of the 
relative goodness of this nation or of that. Our 
Nation stands before the Holy One of Israel whose 
eyes are too pure to look with favor upon our 
wickedness. And as in the days of Habakkuk, He 
may see fit to use a nation more wicked than we are 
to bring down our pride as He brought down the 
pride of London and the pride of Germany. Then 
later in another way He may punish that more 
wicked Nation. We are dealing with God, boasting 
and complacency are out of order. 


Neither will it do to assume that we are in- 
dispensable, that God cannot get on without us. The 
living God of the Bible is the all-sufficient LORD 
of hosts, He is not a limited, needy deity. He does 
have other hands than our hands. He has been 
pleased to use us as His instrument, but He is free 
to use another instrument next time. One reason 
God used Martin Niemoeller was that Niemoeller 
had the humility to admit that God had other wicks 
on which He can place His light. But the greatest 
honor that can come to anyone of us is that God is 
pleased to use us as a holder of His Gospel light. 
Mordecai told Esther that if she withheld herself, 
deliverance would come to the people of God from 
another source and that she and her father’s house 
would be castaways. John told the Jews of his day 
that God was able to raise up children to Abraham 
out of these stones, and a bit later Jesus told the 
leaders of the theocracy that they were not in- 
dispensable. “The kingdom shall be taken from you 
and given to a nation bringing forth the fruit there- 
ot.” At Mars Hill, Paul categorically asserts that 
God is not worshipped by man’s hands as though 
He needed anything, seeing He giveth to all life 
health and all things. 


Let us come before God humbling our reason be- 
fore His revelation. By the fall the mind of man 
was so blinded that the Majesty of the Divine Glory 
is too high for us to comprehend. We only know 
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God as He is pleased to reveal Himself unto us, 
and He has done that in Jesus Christ, in the Word. 
Consequently, every idea which men form of God is 
an idol when they neglect this mirror in which God 
has been pleased to make Himself known. If the 
Word does not serve to guide our paths, the know- 
ledge of God is a labyrinth from which we can never 
extricate ourselves. When the world in its wisdom 
knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of 
preaching Christ crucified, to save them that believe 


(I Cor. 1). 


In America it is time that we stopped sitting in 
judgment upon the Word of God and began to 
correct our mutilated rational principles by that 
Word. It is presumption to modify the truth of God 
to fit our preceptions and prejudices. From Plato 
through Hocking the idealsists have discounted the 
facts of history in the interest of their “universal 
truths.” Now idealism may be a very good religion 
for angels, but your Committee was unable to get an 
angel to preach for you this summer. And to be 
entirely frank, | am not preaching to angels. We 
sinners need something done for us. We need God’s 
intervention in Jesus Christ. Lost and undone, we 
need God to come here into our lives, and do for us 
what we cannot do for ourselves and what we can- 
not do without. Accordingly, the historical events 
of the Incarnation of God in Christ, His Atone- 
ment for our sins, and His Resurrection for our 
justification mean more to us than all the general 
truths that empirical idealism can marshal. The 
historical events which we confess in the Apostles’ 
Creed stand between us and the hell that we de- 
serve. The Lord Jesus truly said: “No man cometh 
unto the Father but by Me.” 


Again the scientifically minded sometimes erect 
their alleged laws of nature into an invariable cast 
that denies any supernatural intervention on God’s 
part. The more thoughtful scientists, such as Le- 
comte de Nouy, recognize that much of what we 
call nature is not the objective phenomena but a 
reading which includes much that comes from the 
scientist's Own subjective consciousness. Nature is 
only the order established by the Creator, and God 
can as easily modify the order. He has established it 
just as a wise husband can do something special for 
the little lady when occasion calls. It is time that we 
stop dissolving the Gospel of eternity at the behests 
of the acids of modernity. God did become man. 
That is the colossal miracle, and He did it in a 
supernatural manner, namely by the Virgin Birth. 
This physical or biological miracle is the outer sign 
that God has paced as the guardian of the inner 
sanctuary, the holy of holies of the Christian re- 
ligion—the Incarnation of God. We have no au- 
thority to change it and no right to set up a principle 
or rule outside of God’s Word by which the Church 
can pervert what God has done and said. In the 
things of grace and salvation in Christ we are blinder 


than moles—unless and until the Word enlighten 
us. 














During the last war, our boys learned that God 
can and does answer prayer for physical things. The 
other Sunday Mack Jones of Alabama worshipped 
here with us. Mack served as a sergeant in the 102 
Infantry Division. He was ordered to take his de- 
tachment up a railroad cut and clean out the Ger- 
man machine guns that were enfilading our troops. 
Of course, their guns had the railroad cut covered 
and it looked like destruction for the platoon. They 
stopped in a barn and prayed. When they came out 
the snow was falling and under the cover of that 
protection they made their objective and carried out 
their orders without the loss of a man. Yes, nature 
is as plastic in the hands of the living God as silk is 
in your hands. 


If we are to divert ourselves of a false confidence 
in man and an empty assurance based on human 
might, perhaps we need a volitional abasement more 
even than the laying aside of our rationalistic con- 
ceits. In the thrill of American accomplishment we 
have come to think that we are the people who can 
do it. The riches of this land and the accomplish- 
ments of the pioneers under the American system of 
individual initiative have given some grounds for 
the thought. When the gifts and accomplishments 
made possible by the Divine blessings are not used 
for God’s glory, but are perverted to our selfish 
aggrandizement they become dangers rather than 
assets. We have developed a science until we stand 
in awe of its atomic and hydrogen energies. We 
have labored for world order, only to find our 
efforts for one world thwarted with an iron cleavage 
that pressages war. We have plenty and men starve. 
We pour out our means to help other nations and 
our benevolence is labelled imperialistic. We see one 
economic order arrayed against another. We find 
ourselves spending beyond our national income to 
avert statism with the ominous danger of an in- 
flation that may catapult us into some form of col- 
lectivism. We are engaged in a war on a peninsula 
far from our supplies against a foe armed with 
German guns and Russian tanks, and the unlimited 
manpower of communist China. 


It is time we took stock of ourselves and recog- 
nized that “nothing is more hateful to God than 
self-willed action on the part of man.” Humbling as 
it may be to our pride, we cannot save ourselves 
and God has come to us for our salvation only in 
Christ and in His Cross. We can not be saved by 
our own deeds, we can only be saved by the deeds 
of another—namely Jesus Christ. Our sins deserve 
the wrath of God and only the blood of Christ shed 
for us on the Cross can avert from us the wrath of 
the Almighty. “Wherefore, the best and only 
worthiness which we can bring to God is, to offer 
Him our vileness, and, if I may speak, unworth- 
iness, that His mercy may make us worthy; to 
despond in ourselves, that we may be consoled in 
Him; to humble ourselves that we may be elevated 
by Him; to accuse ourselves that we may be justified 


by Him.” 


lt we agree that the mercy of God is the true 
logic of religion, and that the fundamental of 
Christ’s kingdom is the abasement of men, we also 
need to humble ourseves in the matter of our Chris- 
tian decisions. In this land of Gospel light, God has 
given His gracious offer of salvation to all men. He 
has put the Word of faith nigh us in our hearts and 
in our mouths. On His free offer, salvation has been 
put into our very hands. Whenever a man rejects the 
Gospel and refuses to close with Christ he sins 
against God and has his own stubbornness to blame. 
On the other hand, whenever a man receives and 
embraces Christ as He is offered in the Gospel he 
has God to thank for His liberating grace. The 
Good Shepherd calls and by His gracious Spirit we 
are enabled to answer and to follow. God calls us 
out of the enslavment of our sin and selfishness into 
the freedom of His love. “He saved us and called 
us with an holy calling, not according to our works 
but according to His own purpose and grace given 
us in Christ Jesus before the world began.” 


“Chosen not for good in me 
Waken’d up from wrath to flee; 
Hidden in the Saviour’s side 
By the Spirit sanctified, 

Teach me, Lord, on earth to show 
By my love how much | owe.” 


In the dealings of His Providence God places us 
under the authority of others in themselves no more 
gifted than we are that we may learn humility. In 
the home He calls us to honor our parents whom He 
places over us as analogies of His heavenly Father- 
hood. In the Church God speaks to us not directly 
but through the voice of the preachers and teachers 
who expound His Word. God speaks His own 
Word through fallible human lips that we may learn 
humility and listen through them for the mouth of 


the Lord. 
dnd Pray... 


Have we learned with the psalmist that those 
who trust in horses and chariots are brought down, 
while those who remember the Name of the LORD 
stand upright? It is not by might nor by power (an 
army), but by my Spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. 
[f humility has replaced arrogance, then false con- 
ceits will give place to prayer. From the rice paddys 
of Korea, I can hear the cry of our boys: 


“Pray for our souls. More things are wrought by 
prayer 

Than this world dream of. Wherefore let thy voice 

Rise like a fountain for me night and day. 

For what are men better than sheep or goats 

That nourish a blind life within the brain, 

[f, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer 

Both for themselves and those who call them 
friends? 

For so the whole round world is every way 


Bound by gold chains about the feet of God.” 
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“Be not afraid to pray—to pray is right. 
Pray, if thou canst with hope; but ever pray, 
Though hope be weak or sick with long delay; 
Pray in the darkness, if there be no light.” 


As soon as we kneel we touch the throne of the 
Most High. We mount above the stars, we lay our 
littleness beside God’s infinite grandeur. Thus even 
Bryon can write: 


“There is no god but GOD! to prayer, lo! 
GOD is great! 

We love the Lord because he has heard our sup- 
plication; and because He has inclined His ear unto 
us, therefore will we call upon Him as long as we 
live. 

“And seek My face . 


Yes, it is time we stopped philosophizing and 
began praying. I am not conferring a favor upon the 
universe when in my assumed all-sufficiency I con- 
descend to admit that there is a God, yea perhaps a 
personal God. God exists, all right. He is the great 
objective reality. And the question is not what do 
I think of Him, but rather what does He think of 
me? The question is not, Is there a god ?; but rather, 
How can I know that the God who unquestionably 
is, is gracious to me? The primary matter is not 
ballistics, but the favor of the LORD. The great 
concern is not the response of the other countries 
to the call of the United Nations but seeking the 
face of the LORD. Is God’s face turned toward 
America in favor and approval, or is it averted in 
wrath? When we pervert the good things He has 
given that we might use to reflect His glory, and 
instead use them for our own conceits God turns 
from us as He did from Adam, and our towers of 
glory collapse as did the Babel of old. 


God has unveiled His face in Jesus Christ. We 
seek His favor when we come confessing our un- 
worthiness pleading only the merit of Christ. Then, 
we emerge out of the lowest depths and are borne 
to heaven in the chariot of His Cross to behold the 
things God has prepared for those who love Him. 
And all knowledge of God without Christ is a vast 
abyss that simply swallows up our thoughts. As we 
look to Him God receives us in the Beloved and a 
bit of His likeness begins to be reflected even from 
us. 

“Turn your eyes upon Jesus 
Look full into His wonderful face, 

And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of His glory and grace.” 


“And turn from their wicked ways . 


Repentance is turning from the mind of the flesh 
to the mind of Christ. Its fundamental attendant is 
not necessarily sadness. When we turn to God, the 
joy of the LORD becomes our strength. But in the 
joy of the LORD the pleasures of sin lose their hold 
upon us. The story is told of a little child who was 
selfishly clutching her toys about her refusing to 
permit her friends to play with a one of them. Then 
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a beautiful butterfly entered the open window and 
the child reached for the lovely creature at the same 
time letting her toys fall in every direction for 
everyone to do with as he would. 


A new seeking of God’s face will mean using His 
bounties for the good of men rather than for our 
selfish luxuries. It will mean hallowing His day 
with evening as well as morning worship. It will 
mean the language of Zion in place of the lewdness 
and looseness of profane conversation. Love and 
brotherly esteem will supplant jealousy and covet- 
ousness in our hearts. We shall realize anew that 
drunkness is an abomination. We shall sanctify the 
life of everyman—black and white, pedestrian and 
autoist—remembering that man was made in the 
image of God. We shall remember that the home is 
used in Scripture as a holy symbol of the union 
between Christ and His Church. Yes in the new 
covenant God will again be our God and we His 
people. He will mercifully forgive our sins and write 
His laws upon our hearts and on our minds. Or, in 
the words of our text: “Then will | hear from 
heaven and will forgive their sins and will heal their 
lands.” 


When the army of Israel was defeated by the 
soldiers of the puny city of Ai, Joshua and and all 
the elders of Israel fell upon their faces before the 
LORD in confession and humiliation. They sought 
God’s face and put away the wicked thing from their 
midst. Then God’s face was turned upon them in 
favor and in His strength they went from victory 
unto victory. Under the sting of our setbacks in 
Korea may we humble ourselves and turn from our 
wicked ways to the shadow of Christ’s Cross. Neath 
the banner of our Joshua, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
may God’s favor be upon us, and may we go in the 
strength of the LORD. Thy mercy on Thy people, 
LORD! 


Sabbath School Lessons By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


LESSON FOR JANUARY 28 
The Great 


4:34. Devotonal Read- 


Teacher 


Scripture: Mark 3:13 
ing: Matthew 5:1-12. 


In the Gospel of Mark the mighty works of Jesus are given a more prominent place than His great teach- 
ings. Mark, for instance, does not give the Sermon on the Mount, as Matthew does, or the lengthy discourses 
that we find in the Gospel of John. He does give a few of the parables and we study some of them in our 
lesson for today. He also speaks often of the teachings of Christ, and the amazement of the people for He 








taught as “one having authority 


Leading up to the parables are the paragraphs in 


3:13 - 3:35. 


The first of these deals with the selection of the 
12 apostles. Verse 14 tells us the purpose of this 
choosing of the 12: ‘““To be with him, and to be sent 
out to preach, and have authority to cast out de- 
mons.” No group of men ever had as rare a priv- 
ilege, or attended such a theological seminary, for 
they had both a perfect teacher, and complete and 
faultless teaching. It was indeed the highest honor 
to “be with him.” 


Both as to the character of their instructor and 
the doctrines taught, they were the most favored of 
all students. We think of the pupils of Socrates, 
Plato, or Aristotle, or some other great philosopher, 
but here is a far greater than Solomon or Socrates, 
for in Him are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. 


Then they were to be “sent out to preach—and 
cast out demons.” Their work was to be similar to 
His in many respects: He said later, As Thou hast 
sent me into the world even so have | sent them 
also into the world. 


He, of course, had His redemptive work to do 
which no one could do for Him, but in teaching, 
preaching, and healing, and power to cast out evil 
spirits, they were to carry on the ministry which He 
began, and after His death and resurrection, to 
herald the complete ““Good News” to all the world. 


The second paragraph tells of some of “the mean 
things they said about him.” He was so beset by the 
multitude that He could not even eat. His friends 
said: “He is beside himself.” His enemies said, He 
is possessed by Beelzebub. He shows them how 
utterly absurd such a charge was for who can 
imagine Satan casting out Satan, or fighting with 
himself ? 


This foolish charge showed the depth of the 
hatred which his enemies felt toward Him, and how 
absolutely unreasonable. such hatred made them. 
When there is hatred in the heart there is utter lack 
of reason in the head. We see this manifested almost 


10 


, and not as the scribes. 





every day in the bitter debates and quarrels in the 
United Nations Assembly, and sometimes in the hot 
discussion in our own Congress, or even in meetings 
of supposedly Christian people. 


In the third paragraph He warns them about 
“The Unpardonable Sin.” I suppose that no other 
subject in the Bible has called forth more discussion, 
or more theories and explanations. 


Let us quote from Erdman: “The meaning is 
quite evident. Jesus performed his works by the 
power of the Holy Spirit; to declare, therefore, that 
he performed them by the power of the devil, was 
to blaspheme the Holy Spirit; it was to confuse all 
moral distinctions; it was to confound all moral 
virtues; it was to reveal on the part of the speakers 
an unpardonable moral blindness ... by these words 
of Jesus they were solemnly warned that it would 
be a sin which could not be forgiven, intentionally 
to ascribe satanic power to the divine Son of 
God ... do not Christians need to be warned 
against ‘grieving’ and ‘quenching’ the Spirit; and 
are not others in peril of ‘resisting the Holy Spirit’ 
and of thus incurring eternal death?” 


The last of these introductory paragraphs tells us 
what Jesus said when the crowd told Him: “Your 
mother and your brothers are outside, asking for 
you.” And looking around on those who sat about 
him, he said: ““Here are my mother and my brothers! 
Whoever does the will of God is my brother, and 
sister, and mother.” (R.S.V.) 


What is God’s will? His teaching reveals the will 
of God for our salvation and growth in grace. A 
parable is ‘‘an earthly story with a heavenly mean- 
ing.” It is laying side by side some everyday simple 
occurrence, or incident, and some sublime spiritual 
truth, so that the latter can be more easily under- 
stood. 


“Tt is a great privilege to hear the word of Christ, 
but unbelief or indifference will result in continued 
ignorance; while the heart that is open to receive 
and to obey the message of the Master will be en- 
larged by ever greater stores of truth.” (Erdman). 
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|. Parable Of The Sower 
Or Soils). 4:1-20. 


This parable has always been known by the for- 
mer name, but may be called very appropriately, the 
Parable of the Soils, for this is the point stressed in 
the parable. 


The greatest and only Perfect Sower is the Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself. All who scatter the Word 
are sowers also. The seed is the Word. The seed is, 
then, good seed. The fault lies neither in the Seed or 
the Sower, if that Sower is the Master. We may be 
very imperfect and inefficient sowers. The reason 
for the seed not producing fruit is in the character 
of the soil. 


Some hearts and minds are as hard as the beaten 
path. The seed has no chance to enter such soil. 
Satan can easily and quickly snatch it away. Is there 
not a great deal of such sowing in our day? The 
careless multitudes pass on their way and pay no 
attention. 


People are largely interested in other matters. 
They seem “gospel-hardened’’: preaching is so com- 
mon that they pay little or no attention. Even when 
novel and sensational methods are used, it is difficult 
to get men and women to listen. They have ears, 
but do not care to hear. The world is full of Satan’s 
devices for snatching the Word out of their hearts. 


Some are easily stirred, but there is no depth to 
their emotions. Tears may flow, and the seed seems 
to have entered, but there is no lasting result. One 
of Bunyan’s characters is of this nature. He is en- 
thused over the picture of the Celestial City and its 
beauties, but when he falls with Christian into the 
Slough of Despond, he quickly changes his mind, 
crawls out on the side nearest his home, and departs 
on his way. 


Henry Ward Beecher preached one of his elo- 
quent and heart-stirring sermons on board ship. The 
effect seemed marvellous, for many were moved to 
tears, but the bell rang for dinner soon and an hour 
after the meal was eaten, no one could have told 
that a sermon had been preached, for the life on the 
ship was the same as ever. 


When tribulation or persecution arises, or even 
distractions these immediately fall away. 
There are “rice Christians” in America as well as 
China. 


occur, 


are like thorn-infested ground. | was 
in the mountains once visiting my brother-in-law. 
We climbed up to a very fertile field, but one in- 
fested with locust sprouts. He told me that he had 
warned his tenant not to sow this newly cleared land 
in wheat, but he did. The wheat was as high as our 
heads, but so were the locust sprouts, and the crop 
could not be harvested; it was choked out. 


Some hearts 


What are some of the thorns that keep the seed 
from bearing fruit in our lives? Cares of this world, 
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and the delight in riches, and the desire for other 
things. Perhaps there is more of this sort of soil 
than any other in our land. We are not so hard- 
hearted and shallow, as preoccupied; too many 
“other things” in the average American life! 


Thank God, there is always some “good soil.” 
All the seed we sow is not wasted. Every now and 
then we find people like Lydia who give heed; the 
Lord opens their hearts and there is a bountiful 
harvest. 


Before we leave this parable let us remember 
that the Holy Spirit can change hearts. The farmer 
can improve his soil: he can even use dynamite to 
break up hard places and stony ground; he can 
eradicate the thorns and weeds; he can “break up 
the fallow ground.” So the Holy Spirit can soften 
hard hearts; He can take away the heart of stone 
and give in its place, a heart of flesh. He can clear 
away the rubbish; He can give us the right kind of 
desires; He can bend our stubborn wills. Let us 
pray as we preach, that the Holy Spirit may: 


Exalt our low desires; 

Extinguish passion’s fires; 
Heal every wound ; 

Our stubborn spirits bend, 

Our icy coldness end, 

Our devious steps attend, 
While heavenward bound. 


He stops in Verses 21-25 to explain that parables 
are given, not to conceal, but to reveal the truth. 
But if we harden our hearts, if we refuse to listen, 
then we will lose even that which we had. 


Il. Parable Of The “Growing 
Grain”: 26-29. 

There are many things about growing grain in 
the field which we do not understand. There are 
also many things about the “growing grain” in our 
hearts which we do not comprehend. We cannot 
explain all about either one. We know, however, 
that God makes both to grow. Our part is to sow 
the seed. ‘““Thus the parable depicts three different 
periods in the experience of the farmer, first that of 
faithful sowing, then that of patient waiting, and 
lastly that of joyful reaping.” (Erdman). 


Ill. Parable Of The “Growing 
Seed” Or Mustard Seed: 30-34. 







Young People’s Department 


Vesper Topic For January 28: 


Introduction 





By Rev. W. G. Foster, D.D. 


Jack Of All Trades 


We have specialists on the home field who give their full time to preaching, teaching, counseling, doctor- 
ing, engineering, or office work; but on the foreign field, a missionary has to be a “Jack of all trades” who 


does any and all jobs that need to be done. 


But Jack of all trades and master of none is not 
true of our missionaries. Not only is it true that 
those who go out are assigned to stations because of 
some specific skill or ability that is needed in the 
work, but all of them are mastered by one supreme 
purpose—to make Christ known to those who do 
not know Him. They each do everything that needs 
to be done and each little task helps carry forward 
their big task of making Christ known. 


All of us must be willing to do anything and 
everything we can for Christ, no matter how little 
or how big, no matter how easy or how hard. But 
no matter where God calls us to labor we must re- 
member that God has given us by His Holy Spirit 
an ability to serve in some way and successful Chris- 
tian living and service is to find that ability and use 
it wherever God sends us. In our Scripture Lesson 
we see how to find our gift and use it. 


Scripture Lesson - Romans 12:1-2) 
1. Presentation For Service - V' 1-2 


We become true Christians by receiving the Lord 
Jesus Christ who is presented to us through the 
preaching of the gospel from the Word of God. 
When we receive Him, we have everlasting life and 
God sets us apart for a work of ministry for Him. 
When we come to the place when we are willing to 
present ourselves to the Lord, holding nothing back, 
He will then reveal to us His will concerning our 
service. 


2. Endument For Service - V 3-5 


When we have presented our bodies unto God 
for a full-life service, He will equip us by His Holy 
Spirit for the very job that He wants us to do. All 
of us are endued with the capacity and ability to 
serve. This comes by the Spirit of God and by His 
grace. We should humbly accept this fact and not 
think ourselves as being better than others, or think- 
ing of some jobs as being more important than 
others, but think of the highest and best as being an 
earnest and faithful development of whatever gift 
the Spirit may have given to us. 


3. Responsibility In Service - V 6-8 


The responsibility in our service may vary. Some 
may be called to preach, others to teach, still others 
to work with their hands, and maybe others to give 
of their means. The main thing is not what we do 
but to do what we do with all of our mind for the 


Lord. 





4. Attitude In Service - V 9-2) 
a. Loving c. Joyous 


d. Humble 


And as we present our bodies for service and ac- 
cept the job for which we are equipped by the 
Spirit, whatever it is, we must do it with a loving 
spirit, an earnest manner, a joyous attitude, and 
humble mind. Often times the attitude we have in 
our service does more toward doing the job than 
the actual thing we do. 


SUGGESTIONS 


Follow the program outline suggested in Presby- 
terian Youth, but take time when you come to the 
Scripture Lesson to study Romans 12 in some such 
manner as outlined above and let your group make 
a personal application to their own lives. What is 
your gift? How are you using it? Where does God 
want you to use it? 


b. Earnest 
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In today's world where many conflicting 
demands for men’s loyalties are being 
made, every new method available must 
be used to spread to all the world the old 
story of God's love. Program of Progress 





New Methods 





WEEK OF PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL FOR WORLD MISSIONS 


JANUARY 28-FEBRUARY 4 
Board of World Missions ¢ Presbyterian Church, U.S. © Box 330 ¢ Nashville, Tenn. 


-Old Story 


funds make it possible to provide projec- 
tors, screens and visual materials for use 
in even the most remote parts of the 
world. 














Central Mississippi Presbytery 


William E. Moreau, Jr., was received as a candi- 
date for the ministry at the December 28 meeting 
of Central Mississippi Presbytery. In stating his 
motives for entering the ministry, he said he felt 
called to the ministry since the death of his father 
by drowning a number of years ago. 


The Presbytery reported the establishment of a 
new Church within its confines. Trinity Presby- 
terian Church was organized December 10 with 57 
charter members in the Broadmoor section of Jack- 
son, Miss. 





Evangelistic Team 
Returns From 


European Tour 


The Youth For Christ evangelistic team, headed 
by Charles H. Smith, of Glendale, Calif., and the 
Royalaires Quartet, of Houghton, N. Y., returned 
to the United States last month after a six months’ 
tour of Europe holding evangelistic meetings. 


JANUARY 17. 1951 


=Chureh News 








Three hundred and forty-nine meetings were con- 
ducted in 168 days, reaching an estimated 300,000 
persons, Invitations to return to Europe have come 
from 13 different countries. The group plans a series 
of revivals here to raise funds to return to Europe. 





Week Of Prayer And Self-Denial 
For World Missions 


January 28 - February 4 


The present world situation should make this the 
greatest week of prayer the Church has observed— 
one through which hearts will be made ready to 
sacrifice that the good news of the unchanging love 
of God in Christ may reach the ears and hearts of 
men around the world. 


People are feeling the need of prayer. Men have 
reached their extremeties and are beginning to rea- 
lize that in God alone is the answer. 


The time was never riper than now for a great 
response to special services of prayer and to sugges- 
tions for prayer by the family group in their homes 
and to the requests for personal praver in the daily 
quiet hour 





We of the Church, even in this week, may be a 
means of leading other Christians to turn to God in 
these dark days. “His arm is not shortened that He 
cannot help.” He says: “With God all things are 
possible.” Can this mean that if we stand “with 
God” in all the other interests and experiences of 
daily living that we may see things take place which 
are impossible in the eyes of men? According to the 
Word there remains with God a whole realm of 
spiritual power that as yet is untouched by people 
in our generation ; yet He—God—never meant it so! 


A Guide to Intercession for the Week of Prayer 
and Self-Denial for World Missions has been sent 
to pastors, chairmen of world missions, presidents, 
and through presidents to the chairmen of spiritual 
growth. Order cards have been sent to secure other 
materials to make the week one of far-reaching in- 
fluence. In this week may your personal witness and 
the witness of your local Church be more far- 
reaching than at any other time in your experience. 





| REVIVAL IN OUR TIME | 
THE STORY OF THE 
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Church Youth Meet In Auburn, Ala. 


Forward Movement Recalled 


Fourteen hundred and eight young people, to- 
gether with ninety-seven adult leaders, met De- 
cember 28-31 on the campus of Auburn Polytechnic 
Institute, under the theme: “My Life, His Plan, 


Our Mission.” 


From all over the South and Southwest, these 
folks joined with nineteen fraternal delegates of 
the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church, the Cumberland 
Presbyterian Church, the United Presbyterian 
Church, and the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, in hearing stirring addresses and splendid 
Bible lectures, and joined in significant discussion 
groups in which their various backgrounds and in- 
terests enriched one another. 


The sequence of addresses was arranged to de- 
velop the theme. Dr. William M. Elliott, pastor of 
the Highland Park Presbyterian Church of Dallas, 
Tex., began by preaching on the topic, “Our Chris- 
tian Faith,” from the text: ‘““God was in Christ, re- 
conciling the world unto himself ... and hath com- 
mitted unto us the word of reconciliation.” 


Col. Francis P. Miller, a member of the intelli- 
gence staff of SHEAF, a ruling elder in the Char- 
lottesville (Va.) Presbyterian Church, and former 
Chairman of the World Student Christian Federa- 
tion, spoke on “The Need Of The World,” stress- 
ing that in the midst of the environment today, God 
still is creating and needs all men to join with Him 
in His creating. 


Dr. Vernon Broyles, Executive Secretary of the 


Board of Church Extension of the Presbyterian 
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Church, U. S., talked on the theme of “The Need 
Of The South,” emphasizing that the so-called 
problems, many as they are, are really opportunities 
for Christ and His Church. The Church’s mission 
in this time is to evidence this reality constantly. 


Dr. J. G. Patton, Jr., Executive Secretary of the 
General Council of the Presbyterian Church, U. S.., 
described in vigorous terms the Church we serve, 
meaning the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States (Southern), saying he hoped we would neve: 
be satisfied with our denomination, but always labor 
to increase its usefulness. He recounted many sti: 
ring stories in our Church’s accomplishments. Fol- 
lowing his address, five full-time servants of the 
Church presented briefly their testimony of the joys 
of serving Christ through this Church. These five 
included a missionary nurse from Mexico, a mis- 
sionary doctor from Africa, a home missionary 
teacher, a home missionary pastor to a foreign lan- 
guage group, and an evangelistic missionary from 
Korea. 


On Sunday morning, Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Exe 
cutive Secretary of the Board of World Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S., spoke on the theme 
“What’s In It For Me?” from the text: “I count 
all things but loss for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Christ Jesus my Lord.” 


The final address was made by Dr. Charles T. 
Leber, Executive Secretary of the Board of Foreign 
Missions of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A., on 
the theme, “My Christian Vocation.” 
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One of the highlights of the convention was the 
reading at the Sunday morning service of worship 
of a challenge sent to the convention by the original 
quartet of those who as young people in 1902 ini- 
tiated through our Church a Forward Movement 
for Missions which within ten years increased in a 
tremendous fashion the amount of money and the 
number of people given by our Church to the mis- 
sion movement of the world. 


Among the signers of this challenge were: Am- 
bassador J. Leighton Stuart; Charles A. Rowland, 
business man of Georgia; Lacy I. Moffett, Robert 
J. McMullen, and Frank A. Brown, who were mis- 
sionaries to China; and J. Fairman Preston, a mis- 
sionary to Korea. It follows: 


To Our Presbyterian Youth 
In Convention Assembled 


Auburn, Ala. 
December 28-31, 1950 


For the inspiration of this gathering of young 
people we recount a thrilling and momentous decade 
in the missionary history of our Church. 


In the early days of 1902, the Student Volunteer 
Convention met in Toronto, Canada. Present there 
by previous agreement were a young business man 
from Georgia and a senior from our Union Theo- 
logical Seminary. With a plan in mind, they wished 
to observe a successful method being promoted by 
Luther D. Wishard in the Canadian Churches. On 
invitation a senior from the Princeton Seminary 
delegation joined them and together they conferred 
with Wishard and saw him in action on a Sunday 
morning. The outcome was a plan for a similar 
“Forward Movement” in our Church. Another 
senior from Union Seminary agreed to join them. 
The three young ministers pledged their services 
for a year without salary and the young business 
man, as manager, guaranteed their travel expenses. 


The Forward Movement was launched at Rich- 
mond, Va., in May, 1902. There and everywhere 
results were spectacular and won the acclaim and 
support of church leaders. After these young men 
went to the foreign field, other volunteers in suc- 
cession carried on the work, giving in turn a year or 
two of visitation before going to their fields. Up to 
1909 they had visited more than 1,000 churches. 


As a result of all this activity, sparked by young 
people, in ten years’ time our Church advanced from 
a low rating to one of the highest in missionary in- 
terest and per capita giving for missions. Another 
result was the official adoption by the Church of the 
every-member canvass on a weekly basis for all the 
fiances of the Church. 


We, the 


Movement, 


original quartette of that Forward 
together with other surviving members 
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of succeeding visitation teams, send this message as 
a challenge to the Auburn Convention. May the 
Lord of the Harvest lead the youth of this genera- 
tion to a greater movement than any that ever went 
before! May His spirit call you to lead our Church 
in a greater dedication of life and wealth for the 
evangelization of the world! 


Signed : 
J. Leighton Stuart 
Lacy I. Moffett 
J. Fairman Preston 
Charles A. Rowland 
Robert J. McMullen 
Frank A. Brown 





“As A Little Child” 


MarK 10:15 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 

Father, give me the mind of a child! 
Help me to think of things unseen, 
And trust, and rest and on Thee lean: 

Grant me, today, the faith of a child. 


Make me as dependent as a child, 
Humbly before Thy throne to fall, 
In my deep need, earnestly call; 

Father, let me pray now as a child! 


Create in me the heart of a child! 

Help me to look to Thee above 

As a child looks—with eyes of love— 
From the soft, tender soul of a child. 


Teach me, Lord, to accept as a child 
All Thy good gifts so rich and free— 
Thy one priceless Gift offered me, 


And “receive” the Kingdom as a child. 


I would enter Heaven as a child. 
Nor seek to come another way. 
Or for Thy blessings try to pay: 

Father, open the door to Thy child! 








Eight Miles On Her Knees 


I was interviewing candidates for baptism inside 
the little mud-and-wattle church not far from the 
Belgian Congo border. One by one the men had 
come forward, and now it was the women’s turn. 
The sun had set and it was getting dark. There 
were two more women, so I said to Firipo, the 
teacher, “Let them come in together.” 


Imagine my astonishment when, looking up, I saw 
one of them coming in on her knees, and almost as 
fast as the other. She was a leper. No fingers left. 
and no toes. She could no longer walk, not even 
with a stick. There were indeed no fingers with 
which to grip a stick. 


But what a cheerful smiling face! There was no 
depression and there were no complaints, and she 
had been a leper from childhood! Years ago, she 
had first heard the Word of God at a leper settle- 
ment near Yambio. Later, she had been discharged 
as a “burnt-out” case, and had come to live at her 
father’s homestead near the Belgian Congo border. 


“But how did vou come to Firipo school?” 1 


asked. 
“On my knees, Buana.” 


“But,” I said to Firipo, “how far is her father’s 
home from here?” 


“About eight miles,” he replied. 


Indeed, that crippled leper woman had come for 
her baptism eight miles on her knees! And, more- 
over, in one place the road passed over a stream 
and the covering on the bridge was rough ironstone. 
This was her third journey this year to Firipo’s 
school, and last vear she had made the journey 
several times. 


She came for “Christian fellowship and instruc- 
tion, and for the love of Ga Moori Pai (the Word 
of God),” she said. ““What did the pain and weari- 
ness of such a journey matter?” Her knees were 
padded with bark-cloth, but even then they were 
hadly swollen and sore. 


I was completely overcome as I thought of all that 
that poor woman must have suffered, and I was 
humbled, too, and wondered whether I should be 
prepared for such a sacrifice as hers in devotion to 
the Lord Jesus. 


—A. B.H. Riley in C. M. S. Outlook. 





Women Can Advertise 


Alcohol To Death 


“Of course I’m against alcoholic beverages, but 
what can one woman do about it?” And with that 
the young woman folded her hands with an air of 
futility. 
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Of course she can do something about it. Her own 
example of total abstinence, her activity in the 
Woman’s Christian Temperance Union, her money 
contribution to Allied Youth, which is educating 
young people to understand why it is smart not to 
drink, have more far-reaching effects than she may 
realize. 


But I want to suggest another way: Women can 
advertise alcohol to death! 


The liquor traffic condemns itself when the facts 
about it are known. Women are gifted in the arts 
of conversation. Put those two together, and it can 
be seen what women can do to publicize the black 
facts about alcohol. 


A year ago, I began making a file of newspaper 
clippings on crimes and accidents in which alcohol 
beverages were a factor. I was astonished to discover 
that in almost every issue of my daily paper there 
was an account of some tragedy linked with drink 
My file is now bulging with clippings; and I make 
use of them, while they are fresh news, in a way 
which any woman can adopt. 


“Did you see in the morning paper that story 
about .... ?”” When one considers how many neigh- 
borly conversations begin that way, it is easy to see 
how one can adapt that technique. 


“Did you see that storv this morning about the 
little girl and her grandfather who were struck 
down by a drinking driver?” 


The facts were these, and I relayed them to her: 
Early one evening a man and his five-year-old 
granddaughter in a quiet suburb of a large city in 
my state went, hand in hand, to the corner drug 
store for an ice cream cone. On that short walk 
from their home, an auto came careening down the 
street, rocketing across their path as they stepped 
from the curb. The child was killed, the man was 
critically injured. 


The car sped on, pursued by police. Several miles 
from the city, the driver attempted to round a 
curve, ran into an embankment and smashed up the 
car. He staggered out, unhurt, and was put under 
arrest. 


The last line of that story added simply: “Police 
said he had been drinking.” 


My listerner was horrified to learn this point, 
which she had missed in her hasty glance at the 
account. 


I did not have to preach to her about the evils of 
drink. I merely let the facts speak for themselves. 
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